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well, frankly, I was a nuisance! It was so British of him. I
answered that I desired nothing of him, and that the Americans
upon whom I had planted myself had never told me or made
me feel in any way that I was " a nuisance/' Having thus
cleared the air we sat down to a pleasant luncheon !
The arrival of the British ship was a great godsend, for
all the officers and men turned up to help our meagre forces
with the embarkation business. It was curious to observe
these men who were new to the work, and its effect upon
them. They were rather shocked by the Americans and
thought their methods rough. The Americans were not really
rough, but only hardened as the British would have been also
if they had been at it for three days. I never saw anything
more moving than the tenderness of the British bluejacket
towards the weak and suffering, the way they handled the
women and children and encouraged them, patted them on the
back, put their arms around them, carried the sick and emptied
their water barrels to the last dreg.
One night as I left the embarkation pier by boat to return on
board the destroyer, I watched the Turkish searchlight play
upon swimmers of military age who were trying to escape to the
refugee ship. The Turks on the pier standing among the white
uniformed British and American naval officers were firing on the
swimmers. At first they were rather wide of the mark, but as
they gradually began to get the range each shot made a splash
that grew nearer and nearer to the swimmer. This horrible
drama was finally put an end to by my Commodore, who
offered to send out a launch to pick up the swimmers on con-
dition that he should be allowed to return theiq to the quay
whence they started, as, being a neutral, he could not hand
them over to the Turks. His offer with its conditions was
accepted.
Such was the grim and gruesome result of Versailles states-
manship. It was easy for those people seated in their comfort-
able conference chamber to decide with a pencil and a map
that Smyrna should be handed over to Greece. In that
decision were involved thousands of women and children
whose fate was tragic beyond conception.

